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Hooves and Honey 

“For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all generations.” Psalm 100:5

www.delacruzfarms.com !

6696 Old 421S!

Deep Gap, NC !

828-964-8152!

info@delacruzfarms.com!

BARBECUE CHICKEN/AUCTION 
FUNDRAISER  

LIVE BLUEGRASS MUSIC 
MAY 2, 2015, 4-6 PM  

CALL 828-964-8152 OR EMAIL 
INFO@DELACRUZFARMS.COM 

FOR TICKETS 
DINE IN OR CARRY OUT 

   It’s about God.  It’s not about us.  It’s not really about the 
horses or the bees.  It’s about the loving character of God and 
how much He wants us to know Him and to know His Son, 
Jesus Christ.  God gave us de la Cruz Farms and He alone 
sustains it.  Although we were not certain if it was the right 
time, God showed us that it was  His time.  He engineered an 
amazing plan and brought it to fruition.  God used our 
education, careers, relationships, interests, spiritual gifts, and 
even past wounds and disappointments for our good and His 
glory. He brought old friends, new friends, family members, 
neighbors, session leaders and volunteers to help us. !
   On September 1, 2014, we welcomed our first child and 
family to de la Cruz Farms.  It was a day of thanksgiving and 
celebration. From that day until mid-November 2014, we 
had 25 children and families enjoy God’s creation by 
participating in horse and farm activities.   !
   We have had numerous other visitors drive through the 
farm or stop for a visit and ask the question, “What do you 
do here?” It opened a door to share about the Lord’s ministry 
at the farm.We have met delightful, beautiful children and 
families and have been able to share the knowledge and love 
of Jesus through reading the Bible, prayer and applying God’s 
truth in daily circumstances.God provided the farm as a place 
of beauty, rest, and play.  We have had the honor to watch 
God’s presence and goodness fill de la Cruz Farms.  

Jeff, 
Bencita, & Bella 

!

We wait with eager expectancy to see what He 
has purposed and planned next.  "

Come join us.God is always worth the wait.
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   The 2014 honey harvest came out of the 
gates slow.  Early nectar flows were sluggish at 
best.  In the High Country, tulip poplar is 
normally a strong early spring producer of 
nectar for the bees.  Very little honey was 
made from tulip poplar this past year.  
However, from late June through July, our 
saving grace arrived and its name is sourwood!  !
   The sourwood nectar flow was the best it has 
been in five years.  We started pulling supers 
off hives in July and didn’t stop until August.  
All total, de la Cruz Farms apiary produced 435 
pounds of honey, mainly coming from six 
hives.  All the honey was sold within two 
months.  !
   We are looking forward to a great 2015 year!  
De la Cruz Farms hopes to double the number 
of hives this year in order to meet the demand 
of our customers for pure honey in the High 
Country. !
   !
All proceeds go to support the 
Lord’s ministry at the farm. 

Please come 
visit us down 

at the barn this 
year and learn 
how we take 

the honey from 
hive to jar.     "

What a ‘sweet’ 
process it is! 

Bees bundled up for the long hard winter.

the honey update…

Aggie and Paige strolling back to 
the barn.

Topher and Jeff pulling  first honey harvest 
of the year.



February 2, 2015

 

  When I was first asked to be a session 
leader I didn’t quite know what to expect. 
I understood that I’d be teaching kids 
about horsemanship and demonstrating 
God’s never-ending love to them, but I 
wasn’t really prepared for how much they 
were going to teach me every time I 
stepped into that arena. !
The first time I had a session, I was 
nervous. I stuck to the routine and just 
made some light conversation.  After a 
few minutes with Emily I realized that 
she was nervous too. She didn’t want to 

answer my questions wrong or disappoint me. I think right then I felt the Holy Spirit humbling me 
towards the attitude of a small child. That day I came into the arena reciting the games I would play, 

the lessons I would teach, and the questions I would ask. Often times 
in life I find myself doing that. Over thinking things. Right there next 
to a lazy old horse the Lord reminded me of what it meant to have 
faith. To have faith that whatever happened there that day would 
honor and glorify Him. To have faith that somehow he would use my 
small knowledge of horses to touch a shy girl. As the weeks turned 
into months something amazing happened during my sessions with 
Emily. We both started entering the arena with hearts that were open 
and responsive instead of timid and careful. The knowledge she gained 
during previous sessions became ingrained in memory for her, in ways 
that we never thought 
were possible. She 
started to form a 
lasting bond with our 
horse Lakota and even 
gave him a beautiful 

new name that just they 
got to share. By the end 
of our sessions, Emily 

could mount up with the grace and ease that only a 
true “cow-girl” could achieve. It was a far cry from 
the scared girl clutching onto the saddle for dear life 
the first time she rode. Every time I lead a session 
with that same heart, open and willing for God to do 
a marvelous work, we were all rewarded highly.  !!!!

�3

a volunteer view...!

Emily and Ticket enjoying 
time together.

Meet Jessica Swets

Jessica and Lakota—friends.



February 2, 2015

!!!!
One of my favorite memories, something I will cherish forever, came from an impromptu session I 
held with Tyler. The Lord had orchestrated an intricate plan that Saturday morning that brought me 

to de la Cruz Farms, and placed me in the path of a boy who just wanted to 
“rope a horse”.  From the moment I met Tyler I was hooked.  This little 
boy had a fire in his boots, and was ready to take on the world. Right away 
he asked for the hardest chore on the farm, and once finished begged to do 
more work. He wanted to help this farm and me with all the power in his 
little body. When I asked him if there was anything I could do for him he 
changed the subject and we just continued our session with Ticket. Right 
before we left though Tyler said to me “Ms. Jessica, could we pray for my 
Daddy together?” I almost cried as I joyfully replied that yes, we could 
pray for his daddy. I lead him next to the creek and we both knelt and 
prayed. His courage and faith in a God who could save him from his 
biggest trials is still an inspiration for me. !!
Being a session leader here isn’t quite what I expected. In fact, it’s so much 
more. It means being a part of a family of believers. It’s serving others even 
when you feel like you’ve got nothing left to give, and realizing that you’re 

really the one receiving. It is opening my heart each and every day to the new work that God is 
doing in me and through me here on the farm.
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“As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do 
not return to it without watering the earth and making it 
bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and 
bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my 
mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish 
what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”  
Isaiah 55:10-11 NIV!

Tyler, the “little boy 
with fire in his boots”


